
1-20: Numbered posts
A- T: Referenced trees

There are more than 120 Veteran or Ancient trees in 
Scadbury, many of which can been seen from the 
Acorn Trail. This 2.5 mile walk describes about twenty 
of them, starting at Perry Street car park.Tree numbers 
may not always be easy to see. Please note: paths are 
uneven in places with some steep slopes and are very 
muddy and slippery at times.

Ancient and
Veteran Trees

on the Acorn Trail

The Tree Trail
There are more than 120 Veteran or Ancient trees  in 
Scadbury, many of which can been seen from the 
Acorn Trail. This 2.5 mile walk describes about twenty 
of them, starting at The Old Perry Street car park.        
Tree numbers may not always be easy to see.
Please note: paths are uneven in places with some 
steep slopes and are very muddy and slippery at times.

What are Veteran and Ancient Trees?

An ancient tree is one that has reached the latter 
stages of its lifespan. This differs depending on the 
species, with some trees maturing after 40 years 
and others after 400. Ancient trees may have            
a     reduced, or flattened canopy and a wide trunk     
relative to other trees of the same species. The tree 
may be hollow, or beginning to rot from the inside, 
bracket fungi normally being a good indicator of 
this. Ancient trees are not necessarily dying and 
may go on to live for centuries. The older the tree 
the more valuable it becomes, providing homes to 
an increasing number of invertebrates as they age, 
particularly ancient oak trees which are known to 
support a vast number of insects. Veteran is a term 
describing a tree with notable features, such as 
fallen limbs, rot, fungus, or signs of decay. 
A veteran tree is a survivor that has developed 
some of the features found on an ancient tree, and 
is not necessarily an old tree. Ancient veterans are 
ancient trees, not all veterans are old enough to be 
ancient.

Map of Scadbury Park Acorn Trail 
Key:

scadbury-park.org.uk

The Friends of Scadbury Park
is a charity (ref 1181218). Run
entirely by volunteers, we seek
to maintain and protect our 
precious Nature Reserve, 
make it accessible to all, and 
communicate to the 300,000 
visitors each year. There is 
much work to be done to  
maintain our valuable 
trees.You can help by joining
us, and/or by making a dona-
tion to help us with our 
work. Learn more at 
www.scadbury-park.org.uk

Join the conversation! 
#ScadburyTreeTrail    @ScadburyPark
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